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Our Children ...
Our Future ...

Our Investment
The Daviess County Public Schools Board of 

Education has taken the first bold and visionary steps

toward a process that will allow our district to continue

our commitment to ensuring a safe and nurturing 

learning environment for every student entrusted to our

care.

Two of our schools have been identified by the 

Kentucky Department of Education as requiring 

immediate attention. 

As many of you already know — Daviess County 

Middle School has reached the end of its useful life as

an education facility. After more than 80 years of 

service, the school has been classified as a Category 5

school, which means it has deteriorated to the point of 

replacement. We estimate that cost will be about 

$30 million.

Immediate improvements are also needed at Apollo

High School. Built in 1969, this school requires 

significant work electrical, mechanical and HVAC 

systems, estimated to cost about $20 million.

You may see coverage in local news media or hear talk

in our community about these projects, and I want to

be sure that every member of the DCPS team is 

prepared with the facts about the situation so you can

answer questions and correct any misconceptions. 

We are distributing paper copies of this newsletter; 

you may wish to tuck this document into your purse or

pocket so you can provide complete and accurate 

information to anyone who has questions. 

The only option for school districts to address 

long-term school facilities needs is through a method

called a “facility nickel,” which is 5.7 cents per $100

of property assessment. For the average home in

Daviess County, this amounts to $57 a year. That’s

$4.75 a month. 

Historically, the state has matched the facility nickel

with additional state funding, which means DCPS

would receive a 50 percent return on our local tax 

dollars. This translates to $1.3 million in state funds we

would otherwise not be eligible to receive – and would

give our district an additional bonding capacity of

$19,500,000. To make this relevant to our current 

project needs, if our community will support the 

replacement of DCMS, the state will provide funding

to pay for renovations at AHS. 

We believe 5.7 cents is a sound investment to make in

our children. I hope you agree, and will invite members

of our community to visit www.dcps.org (click on

“Our Children … Our Future … Our Investment”) 

for more information, or call 270-852-7000.

We can all be proud of the Daviess County Public

Schools district’s continued commitment to investing

in the futures of the children and youth of our 

community. You are part of that through the work you

do each day, and together, we can be part of ensuring

the best possible learning environments for all students

entrusted to our care.

— Owens Saylor, DCPS Superintendent 



As these photographs illustrate – We are not talking about a “luxury” of building a bright, shiny school for no 

reason. Daviess County Middle School will have to be replaced and Apollo High School must be renovated in the

near future. We can do it now, demonstrating responsible stewardship of the funds provided by our community, 

or we can wait until the situation reaches emergency proportions, greatly increasing the cost not only to taxpayers,

but also to our students. Visit www.dcps.org for more photographs and information about this urgent need. 

Visit www.dcps.org to review detailed summary of facility needs at

Daviess County Middle School and Apollo High School, and our

community’s opportunity to support our students and their futures.
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